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I ntroduction

In*“Jamini Sutram”, gphorism 2.4.21 crypticdly taught drigdesa:
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This literdly means “drigdasa goes in the order of the pada from the 3 groups sarting
from the 9th”. Obvioudy, thisis very ambiguous and can mean so many things.

Interestingly, Maharshi Parasara aso taught drigdasa (see [4]). Though certain concepts
like chara karakas, ras drishti, argaas, bhava and graha arudha padas, chara dasa, sthira
dasa and other ras dasas are normaly conddered to be pat of the so-cdled “Jamini
adrology”, as opposed to “Parasari astrology”, it is very interesting to note that Parasara
too taught al those concepts! It is clear that both maharshis taught the same Jyotish and
not two competing or complementary “sysems’. Jamini took a smal subset of Jyotish
and went deep in it dbet in a cryptic fashion. Parasara covered larger ground, was more
elaborate and less ambiguous, but did not go as deep as Jamini did in afew aress.

The interpretations given in [1], [2] and [3] of the above ambiguous gphorism of Jaimini
are different from each other. That is not surprisng given the cryptic nature of Jamini.
Interegtingly, dl of them are different from the teachings of Parassra on drigdasa,
dthough [2] and [3] come close to it in some aspects. It is unlikely that Parasara and
Jaimini taught two different drigdasas that both start from the 9" house. It is more likely
that commentators did not fully succeed in interpreting Jamini’s cryptic gphoriams
accuraely. This illusrates the vdue of paying atention to Parasra while trying to
interpret Jaimini, at least when dedling with areas addressed by both the Maharshis.

In this article, we will go by Parasard's teachings, understand the computation and use of
drigdasa and see some examples.

Calculation of Mahadasas

Drigdasa is based on dgn aspects. Movable signs aspect dl fixed sgns except the
adjacent one. Fixed sgns aspect dl movable signs except the adjacent one. Dud signs
aspect dl other dua sgns.

The following verses (see [4]) describe the caculation of mahadasas in drigdasa.
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The first dasa is of the 9" house from lagna. Next three dasas are of the signs aspected by
the 9" house The fifth dasa is of the 10 house from lagna Next three dasas are of the
signs aspected by the 10" house. The ninth dasa is of the 11" house from lagna Next
three dasas are of the signs aspected by the 11'" house.

To determine the order of reckoning the aspected signs, the rule gives by Parasara is that
we go zodiacdly for fixed sgns and odd dud signs and anti-zodiacdly for movable Sgns
and even dud dgns. The thumb rule to remember this is tha we go to the nearest
aspected dgn. If there are two aspected signs a the same distance (in the case of dud
sgns), we go to the other sign owned by the same planet.

Regarding dasa years, Parasara taught that dasa years are the uniform dasa years as in
ghira dasa. Under the sthira dasa scheme, dasas of movable, fixed and duad signs are of 7,
8 and 9 years respectively.

Reconciling with Jaimini

When interpreting Jaimini’s gphorism 2.4.21, we can remember that the word “pada’ aso
means “ray of light”. Especidly when deding with “drigdess’ (drik = vigon), this
meaning becomes relevant. Padakrama can mean the order of the passing of the ray of
light, i.e. the order of vison/aspect. Going to the nearest aspected sign and coveing the
aspected digns is conveyed in an encoded form. Parasara eaborated the same in norma
un-encoded language.

Calculation of Antardasas

Parasara did not give a specific method of finding antardasas for drigdasa. The following
verses describe the generic method taught by him that is applicable to al ras dasas (see

[4]).
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When finding the antardasas, there are three aspects — (1) the gdarting dgn, (2) the
direction and (3) the progresson. The starting sign is the stronger of dasa sign and 7"
from it. The direction of counting is zodiacal for odd dasa signs and anti-zodiacal for
even dasa sgns. The progression is based on whether the dasa Sgn is movable or fixed or
dud. For movable 9gns, we go regulaly — from one dgn to the next sgn. For fixed
sgns, we take the starting sign, 6 from it, 8" therefrom and so on. For dud signs, we
take the kantakas (1%, 4", 7" and 10" reckoned from the 1%, 5" and 9" houses. First four
antardasas belong to kendras, darting from lagna. Next four antardasas belong to
panapharas, starting from the 5" house instead of 2% The last four antardasas belong to
gpoklimas, starting from the 9™ house instead of 3.

Judgment of Results

The 9" house shows God's light fdling on one. It shows guru and religious activities
When the light of God shines brightly on one in the form of guidance from a guru and
dharma, it leads to spiritua progress.

Drigdasa tracks the progression of the 9™ house in life. It shows the changes in how
God's light fals on one with changing time. Drigdasa throws light on on€'s religious and
Spiritud activities and spiritua progress.

Look a the dasa ras or antardasa ras and influences on it in the natd chart, such as
aspects and argalas on that sgn. If the dasa sign contains unobstructed argdas from  three
or more planets, that dasa will result in important developments in one's spiritud life. If
the dasa sign contains sign aspect from chara bhratri karaka or the 9" lord from lagna or
Jupiter, then the dasa can bring guidance from a guru. If the dasa Sgn contans sgn



aspect from chara putra karaka or the 3" lord from lagna or Mercury, then the dasa can
bring an important Sshya.

Because dasa sign is the progression of the 9" house, the 8" house from dasa sign is the
progresson of lagna It can be taken as reference in judging various influences on one's
religious activies and gpiritud progress. This can be done in the natd chat as wdl the
dasa pravesha chakra. The latter is the chat cast a the time the dasa darts. It is as
important as the natd chart. While dasa pravesha chakra cannot be accurately determined
in nakshatra dasas such as Vimsottari dasa, it can be accurately cast for ras dasas such as
drigdasa. For the purpose of casting dasa pravesha chakra in ras dasas, one year should
be taken as the time in which Sun traverses exactly 360 degrees. Solar moation is the
messure of time.

When judging an antardasa or a pratyantardasa aso, the same approach can be used. If
the antardasas start from dasa sgn itsdf, then antardasa Sgn is dso a progresson of the
9" house and the 5" house from it shows the progressed lagna. However, if antardasas
start from the 7" from dasa sign, then antardasa sign is a progression of the 3¢ house and
the 11" house from it shows the progressed lagna.

All other standard principles taught by Parasara for judging ras dasas are gpplicable, but
it must be remembered that the focus in this dasa system is on religious and spiritud life.

Examples

Example 1. Swami Chandrasekhara Saraswati, former chief pontiff of Kanchi mutt, was
born on 20" May 1894 at 1:09:12 pm (IST). Hisras chart is shown in Chart 1.
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The following is the mahadasa cdculaion in drigdasa:

Ar: 1894 —1901, Ag: 1901 — 1909, Sc: 1909 — 1917, Le: 1917 — 1925
Ta 1925 — 1933, Cn: 1933 — 1940, Li: 1940 — 1947, Cp: 1947 — 1954,
Ge: 1954 — 1963, Vi: 1963 — 1972, Sg: 1972 — 1981, Pi: 1981 — 1990

He renounced and dso became the chief pontiff of Kanchi mutt in February 1907 in
Aquarius dasa In Aquarius dasa, progressed lagna is in Gemini (5" from Aquarius).
Judging the natd rasi chart from Gemini, we see that the 12" house contains 3 planets —
Sun, Jupiter and lagna lord Mercury. The prominence of the 12" house can show
renunciation during the desa. Also, the 5™ lord Venus is exated in the 10 house dong
with 9" lord Rehu and it can show a position of influencein his religious activities

We can dso look at the dasa pravesha chakra. His Aquarius dasa started on 1901 May 21
a 8:09:54 am (IST). It is shown below:
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Taking Gemini as lagna in the dasa pravesha chakra, we see that the 12" house is
prominent again. The lagna lord Mercury and the 12" lord Venus are together in the 12"
house. Thus, renunciation is a strong possibility. The conjunction of lagna lord and the §"
lord, albeit in the 12" house, can show raja yoga abeit in renunciation.

The antardasas in Aquarius dasa go as Aquarius, Cancer, Sagittarius, Taurus, Libra,
Pisces, Leo, Capricorn, Gemini, Scorpio, Aries and Virgo. Each antardasa is of 8 months.
At the time of renunciaion, the 9" antardasa (Gemini) was running. This antardasa
darted on 1906 September 23 at 2:41:56 pm (IST). The antardasa pravesha chakra is
shown below:
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In the Gemini antardasa, the progressed lagna for the antardasa is Libra Judging the
antardasa pravesha chakra from Libra, we see that the 12" house contains 12" lord
Mercury in exdtation with Sun. It aso supports renunciation. Moreover, lagna lord
Venus is in lagna, while the 8" lord Saturn is in 8". If the lagna lord and the 5" lord are
in lagna and/or 8" either together or separately, it is mahargja yoga according to Parasara.
The other 8" lord Rahu is in the 10" house. These factors support ascension to a position

of influence in on€ s religious activities.

AL Gk Ke . (Sa)
GL Md Me \\ Mo Ra
GL 1211 As 9 8 SL
(Sa) HL AL
Mo Su Ju
Rasi
0 Ma
Chart 2 1 ; 7
As July 18, 1935 Ve HL
18:56:44 (5:30 east) N
79 E 26, 10 N 42 Md > i £
Ju Gk 3 5
Ra SL Ma
Me Ke Ve
#
As: 7Cp26 Su: 2Cn 02 (PK) Mo: 4 Aq28 (PIK) Ma: 1 Li 15 (GK)
Me: 12 Ge 00 (MK) Ju: 20Li32 (AK) Ve: 15Le 59 (BK) Sa (R): 16 Ag42 (AmK)
Ra: 28 Sg 47 (DK) Ke: 28 Ge 47 HL: 29Cn 12 GL: 10 Pi 43



Example 2: Swami Jayendra Saraswati, current chief pontiff of Kanchi mutt, was born
on 1935 July 18 at 6:57 pm (IST). Hisras chart is shown in Chart 2 above.

He renounced in March 1954 and was sdected as the successor of Swami
Chandrasekhara Saraswati. He ran Virgo dasa from 1935 to 1944 and Gemini dasa from
1944 to 1953. Pisces dasa of nine years was running at the time of his renunciation and
initiation. In the natd ras chart, Pisces has ras drishti from Mercury, who is the lord of
the 9™" house from Jupiter aswell aslagna. This can show the coming of aguru.

During Pisces dasa, Cancer becomes the progressed lagna. Taking Cancer as lagna, we
see that the 12'" house contains the 12" lord Mercury with mokshakaraka Ketu. The lagna
lord Moon is in the 8" house with 8" lord Saturn and aspects lagna. These factors can
suggest renunciation. In the dasa pravesha chakra shown below, 12" lord Mercury
occupies lagna dong with Ketu and lagna lord Moon joins the 8" lord Saturn again.
These factors support the indications in the nata chart.
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Example 3: Swami Sivananda of Hrishikesh was born on 1887 September 8 at 4.16 am.
His ras chart is shown in Chat 3 bdow. He ran Pisces dasa from 1887 to 1896,
Sagittarius dasa from 1896 to 1905, Virgo dasa from 1905 to 1914 and Gemini dasa from
1914 to 1923. Aries dasa dtarted in September 1923 and it brought renunciation and
acetic life to this doctor in mid-1924. Chara bhratri karaka Mercury aspects Aries and it
can bring a guru. Teking Leo as the progressed lagna in Aries dasa, we see that yoga
karaka Mars is in the 12" house with Saturn and Ketu. Such a strong 12" house
containing moksha karaka Ketu and vairagya karaka Saturn can bring ascetic life and
renunciation.
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The dasa pravesha chakra of Aries dasa is shown kEow. In this chart, Leo contains Sun,
Moon, Mars, Venus and Rahu. If the 10" lord is in a quadrant with 4 other planets, it is a
parivrga yoga and makes one an ascetic. Thus, becoming an ascetic in this dasa is a
strong possihility.
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Example 4: Aurobindo Ghose of Pondicherry ashram was born on 1872 August 15 at
5:08 am. Hisras chart is given in Chart 4 shown below.
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He ran Aries dasa from 1908 to 1915. This dasa trandformed him spiritualy. He left his
politicd activities and saled to Pondicherry. He darted intense spiritud sadhana and an
ashram developed around him. Leo is the progressed lagna in Aries dasa. Leo contains an
exceedingly srong Sun in Golokamsa (occupying own or exdtation sign in 15 out of 16
divisonad charts). The 12" house contains 4™, 5", 8" and 9™ lords. Thus, sadhana in
secluson and great spiritud evolution make sense. In the dasa pravesha chakra shown



above, Saturn and Moon occupy the 8" house from Leo showing ascetism and sadhana in
secluson. The lords of dl the trines — Sun, Mars and Jupiter — occupy Leo and it confers
grest rga yogas. This is the drigdasa in which his spiritua activities took off in a big

way.

Example 5: Swami Vivekananda was born on 1863 January 12 a 6:33 am. His chart is
shown below.
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He ran Capricorn drigdasa during 1878-1885. He met his guru Ramakrishna

Paramahamsa in 1881 and spent a lot of time in spiritud sadhana under his guidance in
this dasa. Taking Taurus as lagna, we see Ketu in lagna and lagna lord Venus is in the 9"
house. A nice rajayoga between lagnalord and 5™ lord in 9" can give agood guru.

In Virgo dasa that ran from 1892 to 1901, he became a spiritud teacher of renown and
dature. He dso edtablished Ramakrishna Misson then. Taking Capricorn as lagna, we
can see that 5", 9" and 10" lords are together in lagna This excellent rga yoga gives
fame and results in great deeds. The placement of 8" lord in 12" shows some tremendous
spiritud  experiences too. Jupiter in the 10" house is conducive to being a spiritud
teacher.

Conclusion

Drigdasa shows events in the rdigious life and tracks spiritud progress. Though
Jamini’s teachings are ambiguous and different commentators interpreted differently,
Parasaras teachings on drigdasa are unambiguous. Techniques for judging drigdasa
based on the natd chart and dasa pravesha chakra were explained with illugtrations in this
aticle.
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