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A Word from the author

My spiritual master Dr Manish Pandit hails from Buindia and lives in Manchester, UK. The
idea of spreading homam in the world was reveadekirn in a dream a few years ago. He saw
eight elevated beings in a dream. They transpdnted across blue skies to Chennai, India,
where he was shown the big fire that was to bedigin future. They told him to start the work.
They assured him that homam as a spiritual sadhesavery appropriate in Kali yuga. As
spiritually inclined people have fewer and feweutsto spend on spiritual sadhana everyday
with the progressing Kali yuga, sadhanas that viask are more relevant. Homam works much
faster than japam and other spiritual sadhanasy idie him that the practice of homam would
transform into a movement that would reach acraste¢ class and race barriers.

Later, when we were performing a Shata Chandi Honmathe first week of March 2006 at the
Kalikambal temple in Chennai, he had a darshan ®nB Mother on a Friday and was
reassured by Her about the right course of evegsrding spreading homam. A Mahaganapgthi
homam manual was published later and several pempleperforming it daily or weekly g
monthly.
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Our goal is to create a community of people whailaty perform a quick homam for the deijty
that they are attracted to. We intend to make mlarawailable for simplified homam proceduies
for several deities.

What is Homam

Homam is a fire ritual of sacrifice. It is also kmo as homa or havan or yajna (yagya) or yajana.
In homam, divine presence is invoked into fire gsspecific procedures. Then materials are
sacrificed into fire, along with sacred chants (tres). The sacrifices are supposed to reach
gods. It is interesting to note that fire ritualas ancient practice and several religions taught
worshipping gods in fire.

Why Homam

Homam is a very powerful tool for spiritual progge€hanting mantras in front of fire while
offering material substances into fire has a geésdnsing and calming influence on one’s mind
and gives great level of mental focus, peace, cadsiand bliss. This practice has been extolled
in many scriptures such as Yajurveda and Bhagavital @edic seers practiced it regularly.
Several people are experiencing the benefits ofamoraven today. The proof of the pudding is



in eating it. If one performs homam regularly folear months, one will surely see the difference
in one’s mental state.

Why Kaala Bhairava Homam

Kaala Bhairava is a form of Shiva. Kaala Bhairav@ans “who Time is afraid of”. While Time
devours all, Kaala Bhairava has tamed Time. Heotlies the delusion and diality in the mind,
makes one fearless and dispassionate, increasehaent and grants liberation. His worship in
fire is very auspicious and accelerates spirituagess and liberation.

What Homam Does

Hinduism teaches that gods come into fire and vecthie prayers of spiritual aspirants. Even
when one meditates without an external fire, gaglagpmeditated on come into the internal fire
of the aspirant and receive the mantras via tmat Hlowever, the internal fire is quite weaker
than an external fire for most people and hends heneficial to perform worship using an
external fire. That practice eventually strengthttresinternal fire also.

We all see and feel ogthoola sareera (gross body), which is made up of gross mattet, ®a
also have aookshma sareera (subtle body) made up of subtle matter. It canropérceived by
the senses attached to the gross body (eyes, remsetc). It contains thousands oiadis,
which are essentially subtle channels of energy.fla fire calledbhootaagni (existential fire)
burns in this subtle body. It is the subtle basisre’s entire existence. It manifests in the gross
body in the form of various fires. Examples are‘fire” in the stomach that helps one digest the
food eaten and the “fire” in the brain that helpse odigest and understand various sense
experiences.

This bhootaagni is vital to one’s existence. In most people, igiste weak. Due to impurities
and obstructions in theaadis of the subtle body, this fire cannot burn strontglyenergize the
entire existence. When it burns low, the divinespreee that can enter it is quite limited in
magnitude.

If one overcomes the internal weaknesses suchsaegdanger, greed, false prestige, wantonness
and jealousy, develops compassion, one-pointedtideyadetachment, and sheds one layer of
ego and delusion after another, eventually the mtips in thenaadis will be cleared and
bhootaagni will burn strong. However, this is a very diffit@nd time-consuming process.

One can take advantage of an external fire in tbgard. As the deity of homam enters the
external fire on a regular basis, the nearby diyiresence burns the impurities in the naadis, by
burning various karmasagtions from the past, which will get correspondingeactions in the
future) in the kaarana sareera (causal body). This eventually leads to the stitgrgng of
bhootaagni.

After one performs homam for a long enough times’®naadis are cleared of the obstructions
and one’sbhootaagni burns brightly. At that juncture, ashdhanas performed by one, including



regular meditation, become much more effective.blifootaagni can accommodate divine
presence to a larger degree, the meditation becomoes effective.

The goal of all spiritual sadhana, whether onekthim those terms or not, is actually to cleanse
oneself of all the internal impurities. Various keas from previous lives hang on to the kaarana
sareera (causal body), making it heavy. Theserim ruanifest in the sookshma sareera (subtle
body) as various impurities in various nadis (sellethergy channels) that block the free flow of
energy. These in turn manifest in the sthoola sarégross body) as various problems of the
body and mind. These also cause dense conditi@finge’s mind to sink one’s consciousness
in an ocean of delusion. This conditioning of tlemsciousness due to previous karmas is also
known asmaayaa. When one is sunk in maayaa, one is beaten dovthebgix enemies — kaama
(desire), krodha (anger), lobha (greed), moha @i@h), mada (wantonness) and maatsarya
(jealosy). As one makes spiritual progress, onglsmias drop off the kaarana sareera, the
impurities in the nadis are cleansed, one’s merdalditioning becomes weaker and one can
resist the internal enemies. All these are inteatee and happen simultaneously. When one
burns all of one’s major karmas, one becomes kaliyiwvery light. Nadis in the sookshma
sareera are all clear and energy can freely floywarere. One is untouched by the internal
enemies then. When one seskas god, nothing can make one angry or jealous or deluded.
When mental conditioning drops, nothing excites and nothing saddens one. One stays in a
state of bliss always. Despite the changing natfitee external work and appearance, one is in
the same state internally.

The goal of all spiritual sadhana is to reach #tate. Whether through jnaana (knowledge and
wisdom) or through bhakti (devotion and surrenderpoth, one has to burn the karmas and
impurities blocking one from reaching that statee Qoal of all sadhana is to let ego (the sense
of “I-ness”) go completely and merge (have yogajhwdivinity. If a vacuum can be created
within oneself, then divine presence can fill trewum. As long as one has egotism and various
kinds of conditioning (vasanas) of mind, such auex cannot be created. When all those cease
and the mental conditioning is weakened, the miadome extremely calm and a vacuum is
created within. Then divine presence fills one tnedresult is indescribable bliss.

Homam facilitates this process quickly by burningrious karmas that are creating various
layers of conditioning and obstructing spirituabgrress.

A lot of Hindu rituals involve invoking divine presce in an idol or a water pot (kalasha) and
offering worship to the idol/pot. Unfortunately, vaee living in Kali yuga in which the elements
of earth, water and air are not pure. If the idms lany impurities on account of the time when it
was made, how it was made, the thoughts of theopemho made ietc, the impurities heavily
restrict how much divine presence the idol can exnodate.

The only elements that cannot be polluted are ¢ptes (aakaasa) and fire (agni). It is very
difficult to do spiritual sadhana via the mediumspfice. So the best medium for sadhana is fire.
One of the Sanskrit words for “fire” is “paavaka&/hich means “the one that purifies”. Fire is by
definition pure and purifies everything that it agsnn touch with. The wood or coconut used to
sustain fire may have impurities, but fire itsalfiery pure and accommodates a divine presence
of the highest degree. For a ritual using the eartlwater elements as the medium to be



successful, the sadhaka must be quite pure andatieaka's bhootagni must be reasonably
strong. On the other hand, a ritual using the @lement as the medium can be successful
irrespective of the stature and purity of the sadhdror this reason, homam is the most apt
sadhana for most spiritual aspitants in this y@gpecially as the Kali deepens. Unfortunately,
many people have unfounded fears of making mistakesbeing punished for them and hence
do not take advantage of the fantastic practideoafam.

Apart from the personal benefits, there are unaldrenefits of homam. The offerings in the fire
finally reach Sun, who feeds the entire earth. §hess material body of the burnt offerings
reaches the gross material body of Sun. The sbbtlg of the burnt offerings reaches the subtle
body of Sun. It is the subtle body of Sun that ettt subtle bodies of all beings on earth. Thus,
feeding it is very important for the smooth runniofiglife on earth. As we enter the Ghora Kali
(terrible age of strife and disorderliness) phastarma (un-righteous activities) will be on the
rise in the world and as such the subtle body of ®ill become weaker. If more and more
people perform homam and strengthen the subtle bob@un, it will balance the adharma and
keep the world away from a total collapse.

Common Mis-conceptions
(1) Misconception: Homam is very difficult to perform. It is for eggs only.

Comment: Not really. Several people who did not know amghabout how to do any kind of
worship conducted homam by themselves by readisglitument. It is a simple practice.

(2) Misconception: One must either do a “perfect” homam or not dg laomam at all. A perfect
homam takes a very long time.

Comment: Though one may eat a sumptuous meal on an impodeatival day, one does not
necessarily get a lot of energy from it. One getsstnof one’s energy from the regular dal
(lentils) and rice that one eats everyday.

Though there are complicated versions of homais,better to do a simple homam on a regular
basis than to do a complicated version very ralgmall half-hour or one-hour homam done
on a daily basis is far better for spiritual sadhran a big annual or half-yearly homam.

(3) Misconception: If mistakes happen in a homam, the consequendeseabad.

Comment: If a homam is performed with a saattwik spirit &aattwik purposes, there are no
risks.

If you act nice with your parents because you vihetr money, you have to understand their
thinking well, take the advice of people who kndwerh well and act very carefully to get money
from them. Mistakes can be costly and spoil yowalgo



But, if you act nice with your parents simply besayou love them and want to show your love,
you do not need to be careful. You just show yowelin whatever way you know. There is no
need to follow anybody’s advice strictly and thare no risks.

Similarly, you have to be careful if you performhamam for certain material goals (such as
getting money, attracting someone, destroying sometr). If you perform a homam just to
show your love to god, cleanse yourself spirituadlyd make yourself worthy of divine
communion, then there are no risks. The procedawght in this document is based on the
teachings of rishis and it is safe for anybody s®.uSmall mistakes will not result in any
punishment.

In fact, it is expected that everybody who uses ttacument is interested in only the second
kind of goal,i.e. spiritual cleansing and upliftment.

(4) Misconception: One not initiated by a guru (master) cannot perfbomam or recite certain
mantras.

Comment: If one receives a mantra or a procedure frormbaeath of a master, it is analogous to

a millionaire opening a bank account in his sordsa with a high starting balance. The son is
lucky, as he is starting off with a big balancemirly, some of the siddhi (attainment) the

master has in the mantra or procedure is transféoréhe disciple even as (s)he starts out.

If one doesnot receive a mantra or a procedure from the mouth rofsater, it is analogous to
starting off with a zero bank balance. While iuseful to start off with a positive balance, it is
neither necessary nor sufficient. There are somsiltibnaires who used up the millions earned
by parents and reduced them to zero, while thexesame self-made men who made millions
purely with self-effort. Similarly, one taught blyet greatest guru can fall while one not taught by
a guru can reach the ultimate. While it is desegdblhave a guru, it is by no means compulsory.

If one is the kind who needs to have a guru figueind every mantra or procedure, one can
think of the author and/or his spiritual master, Manish Pandit from Pune, India (currently
residing in Manchester, UK) as the guru for thisnlam procedure.

(5) Misconception: Those who are not learned in Veda cannot recgdavinantras and perform
homam based on Veda mantras.

Comment: Jnaneshwar was atﬁzentury master. He was a great Krishna devoteenve was
asked to not recite Veda by a council of eruditeotars, as he was not formally qualified, he
replied that every being had a right to recite Valfaen he started reciting, they tried to shut his
mouth. Then, a buffalo standing next to him recitetia! The scholars begged his pardon and
corrected their narrow-minded attitude.

Many great souls like him taught that Veda couldré@ted by anyone. One engagedadntric
practices that serve specific purposes and giveifgpaiddhis (attainments) need to be afraid of
side effects and punishments for mistakes, but rasrfitom Veda were taught by great rishis for



the highest purpose of self-realization. One negithem need not be afraid of any side effects.
Veda mantras are saattwik, self-correcting andnaltely leading to self-realization.

Those who have an affinity to tantric practicesutionot be discouraged from learning and
using them, but those who appreciate the teaclohgshis must be encouraged to recite Veda
mantras and perform homam based on Veda mantras. k& is to have an attitude of

submission and a desire for nothing other thanrealization and to do homam without any
expectations whatsoever. Then there are no risks.

The procedure taught in this document contains gugw Veda mantras, which are not very
difficult to pronounce.

(6) Misconception: Those who are not born in a Brahmin family carpeform homam.

Comment: One’s varna (caste) is not to be determined wdfteim the family one is born in.
There are examples of men born to parents belongingrious castes performingpascharya

and becoming rishis. Maharshi Viswamitra, who tdutife Savitru Gayatri mantra, was a
kshatriya by birth. Maharshi Valmiki, who taughtaBma Jnana to Maharshi Bharadwaja, was a
shoodra by birth.

One who has affinity to knowledge is a Brahmin (8ah). One who has affinity to power and
authority is a kshatriya (warrior). One who hasraf§ to money is a vaisya (trader). One who
has affinity to carnal pleasures is a shoodra (eQrKkf a person born in a Brahmin family is
after money, he becomes a vaisya and not a Bral@mrthe other hand, if a person born in a
vaisya family desires nothing but knowledge and-iesllization, he automatically becomes a
Brahmin and very fit to perform homam.

Irrespective of the caste of birth, one who isreséed in knowledge (especially knowledge of
self) and one whose interest in power, money aedspires is decaying is fit to perform homam.

(7) Misconception: Women cannot perform homam.

Comment: There is a big difference between men and womleanwt comes to the gross body.
But, at the level of subtle body or causal bodgre¢his no difference based on gender. All
spiritual practices operate mainly at the subtlé eausal level. So, it makes no sense to have a
total ban on women performing homam.

However, there are some practical reasons behmditses of tradition. Though there are no
differences based on gender in the subtle bodydifferences at the gross body level can come
into play in the initial stages. Women interestacberforming homam may carefully consider

the following factors and make their decision.

Any spiritual practice performed well over a periofitime eventually results in a Kundalini
awakening and rise. Kundalini is nothing but ons&f-identification. It is a microcosmic
representation of the Divine Mother within onesklfiefines how one identifies oneself. Though
everything in the universe is just Brahman, eadnd&rms a separate self-identity and that



self-identity is reinforced quite strongly with @nWhen one identifies completely with the body
without any kind of questioning, Kundalini is agleds kundalini wakes up and rises, one starts
to wonder “who am I” and one’s awareness of setbb@s more and more refined. As kundalini
reaches higher chakras, one realizes one’s trugrena¥When Kundalini reaches Sahasrara
chakra, one realizes one’s truest natuespne realizes that one is the formless Brahman.

If Kundalini gets stuck at swadhishthana chakra&' ®©8exual drive increases and one is tested in
that matter. In this matter, women and men are défgrent. This phase can be very difficult for
women. This is not to say that this phase is easgnén.

More importantly, some spiritual experiences inregpant lady can even Kkill a fetus, if the soul
in it is not spiritually elevated. On the positisiele, if an elevated soul is in the fetus at theeti
of such experiences, a siddha may be born.

There is a negative for every positive and it matter of balancing the factors and making an
individual decision. Women interested in homam $haonsider the above factors and decide
whether they want to perform homam or not. If angmen are interested, they should be
encouraged to perform homam.

(8) Misconception: Homam is just like meditation. It is not any leettlt does not really make
any difference.

Comment: The proof of the pudding is in eating it. If oms performing a homam to the best of
one’s ability on a daily basis for a few monthseamill know what homam can do! After doing
homam for several months, one will find that al@tsadhanas one does become more effective
as a result of homam.

(9) Misconception: One should get a priest to do homam and not dodself.

Comment: Let us revisit a previous analogy. If one watdé nice to one’s parents to get their
money, one may engage someone who will act on dretialf to get the money of parents. But,
if one’s sole purpose is to just love one’s paramis show that love, it is better to do it directly
than to engage other people.

(10) Misconception: Before doing homam with any mantra, one mustagain of that mantra by
a count that is ten times the homam count. For gl@mne must do japam by a count of 10,000
before one does homam by a count of 1,000.

Comment: This convention is not without reason. The trueaning of this convention is that
homam is ten times more powerful than japam. If does a mantra 1,000 in a homam, it is
equivalent to doing the mantra 10,000 in japam. If one wamig can offer the mantra entirely in
external fire and there is no need to do any japefore doing homam.

All thumb rules and conventions have exceptions tishi with a very strong bhootaagni does
japam, it is equivalent to a homam and the “teresifrrule does not apply. However, for most
normal people, homam is ten times more powerfuh tfggam. The bottomline is that the



strength and the purity of the medium that accomatexithe presence of the deity who receives
the mantra will decide the effectiveness of the tnzan

About This Document

This document describes a short procedure for panhg Kaala Bhairava homam, which takes
30-45 minutes. This document is for those who aterested in performing Kaala Bhairava
homam by themselves every day or week or month.pfbeedure taught here is simple enough
to do daily and yet retains all the important steps full-fledged traditional Vedic homam.
Those who want an even simpler procedure with fewantras may refer tAppendix A for a
super-short procedurewith bare minimum mantras.

One should consult one’s elders and gurus and elegltether one is allowed to perform a
homam or not. If one thinks one is allowed to donhm and is interested in doing homam on a
regular basis but does not know how to do it, thie@ can use this document to leane way to

do it. If one’s gurus have taught one a differemicpdure, one may use the procedure taught by
one’s gurus. This document is for the benefit asthwho daot know any procedure and want

to learnsome procedure to do homam. Those who learnt a slighiffgrent procedure from the
previous versions of this document need not wong aither follow what they have already
learnt or switch to the procedure in this document.

Excessive Movement of Body and Mind

Some people move a lot when they meditate. As & mvantioned earlier, the goal of all sadhana
is to calm the mind down and create a vacuum witmaself, so that the deity of the sadhana
can come and occupy the space. One should lose@ess of the body. When meditating, it is a

good idea to keep the back straight without makirigo tense. It is a good idea to not move. If

it is not possible to stay still for extended pdspone should at least try to stay still over shor

periods of time. It is also a good idea to close ¢lges. One can focus one’s mind on either a
deity or on the sound of the mantra.

Similarly, when performing homam also, it is a godéa to keep the back straight and minimize
the movement, especially of the back. It is idéabne keeps the back and head erect and
manages with a minimal movement of just one arm.

If body is stationary, there is some chance thaidnwo will become stationary for a while in the
middle. That is the goal after all.

Correct Attitude

While it is good to follow the procedure faithfully is even more important to surrender oneself
to god, leave ego and identify one’s self with dedty in the fire when performing the homam. If
that is there, all other minor errors will have megative effect. If that is not there, even an
impeccably performed homam will not have any talegédffect. Like mentioned earlier, the goal
is to melt ego (I-ness or sense of self) and craatacuum within oneself, so that the deity can



fill it. Complete devotion, single-minded focus deity/mantra/procedure and minimization of
the activity of body and mind can help one achitha eventually.

If one has an over-active mind, doing pranayamarkdiomam can be useful. The time around
sunrise in the morning is a particularly condudive pleasant homam.

Is Alcohol Allowed in Kaala Bhairava Homam?

Some people offer wine/alcohol in a homam to Kdstairava. We do not recommended it.
While Kaala Bhairava is a form of god who saves twen duality and does not distinguish
between alcohol and ghee, the medium we use fomgaitferings to him is Havyavaaha Agni
who does not like wine. A sadhaka who is still ire duality and who looks at ghee and wine
differently and whose body and mind react diffelyed them, is better off propitiating using
Havyavaaha Agni using regular auspicious materiéla.sadhaka on the verge of overcoming
distinctions and duality wants to test oneself godfurther, one may perform Kaala Bhairava
homam in a smashaana (cemetary), skip the “kraamagnim” mantra in “agni
pratishthaapana” step and maikwy offering without restrictions, including wine.

Materials Needed
Must have

« One homa kundaim(a copper container with preferably a square shagmese). If a homa
kundam is not available, one can dig a square shpjpen the ground (with 1-2 foot sides
and half to one foot deep) and arrange a few layilosicks around the pit.

* Dry coconut halves (available in Indian storesyvood (for burning)

* Ghee (clarified butter) from cow’s milk. It is alale in Indian stores. If unable to find, just
get some butter and melt it in low heat. After #lts, some black stuff will separate from the
melted liquid. Filter out the black deposit and dise liquid. It will solidify after a time.
Before the homam, melt it again and use it.

* A wooden spoon/ladle to put ghee into the fire

* Some akshatas. Those can be made by mixing raved¢kad) white (or brown) rice grains
with a drop of sesame oil (or some other oil) angirech of turmeric powder. Instead of
turmeric powder, one can also use vermilion (kumkyowder used for the dot on the
forehead.

* A small lamp, consisting of a wick that can beiditsesame oil/ghee. A candle can also be
used as an alternative, though it is better to phwee or sesame oil than wax.

* A match box to light fire

* One tumbler or cup to store water. It should pedir be made of silver or copper or clay. If
unavailable, you may use steel or glass.

* One spoon (preferably silver or copper)

* Some water

L1f in India, search for “Havan Kund” dnttp://shopping.rediff.comif in US, search for “Kund” on
http://indousplaza.com




Optional

A small idol of Kaala Bhairava or a Shiva lingaytfu have none, use a metallic coin or any
metallic object. Actually, you can do without api and just invoke Kaala Bhairava in fire.
A mixture of various auspicious materials knowntlas havan samagri (available in India
stores), if possible.

Some sandalwood powder, turmeric powder and kump@mmilion) powder

Some flowers or flower petals

Some sesame seeds, some mamra/murmura (puffed mde)e some nuts, some mildly
popped corn and other materials that can be offieréde. Small fruits are also fine. Honey
can also be used. All these are optional. The atsaohinimum needed is coconut pieces and
ghee.

Some darbhas (dried blades of sacred grass). Gdcla local temple priest to find out how
to procure them. If darbhas are unavailable, yoly thénk of creative alternatives. For
example, find some other dry grass or dry leavepigrthin twigs and pray to your ishta
devata (favorite deity) before the homam to makentlacceptable.

An incense stick (agarbatti) if available and adeolto stick it to (a banana can be used
instead)

Camphor and a container or plate for lighting caon@nd offering haarati

Some food that you can offer to god. Eggs, meatsaafiood should not be used in that food.
In fact, do noteat eggs, meat and seafood on the day of homam. Ogéolic, strong spices
and too much of chillies should also be avoidethafood cooked for God. Fruits are also
fine. Just sugar or brown sugar or rock candy soggaggery can be offered to god too.
When using sugar, please note that the normal wiiieed sugar used these days has bone
ash in it. Brown sugar, vegetarian sugar or jaggesyto be prefered.

Some milk, if available.

Preparation Before Homam

1)

(2)
3)
(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

Instead of arranging homa kundam directly amftbor, place a wood plank or something
on the floor, wrapped with aluminum foil (or someck thing), and put 4 bricks of the
same height on it and place the homa kundam obribks. Thus, there is some air and a
wooden plank under the homa kundam and the floes dot get heated up.

If you want easy cleaning, place some alumirfoils on the floor all around the plank
containing homa kundam. If ghee or something iegpin that area, it is easy to clean.

If you want, you can also cover the interiothoima kundam with some aluminum foils, so
that it is easy to clean.

Make some food items to offer to god. You aast use rock sugar candy or raisins or dates
or fruits or jaggery also. Please see the notdseiprevious section on this.

Cook a little plain white rice. | put a few gra of rice and a little water in a small
container and put it in microwave oven before mynam and cooked rice is ready at the
end when | need it. If this is not possible, takkaaana or apple or some other fruit and
make it into 6 slices.

Fill water in the tumbler/cup and place the@p it.

Make a seat for yourself in front of the homaéam. Ideally you should be facing east,
i.e. homa kundam should be on the east from youh®mast of the homa kundam, place a
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small plate or a wooden plank, make a pile of sapeegrains on it and place the idol (or a
metal/clay object such as a coin) on it. You carodate based on your ability and taste. An
idol is optional. You can worship Kaala Bhairaveedily in fire.

(8) From the middle of the western edge of the hunkandam, draw two parallel red lines
with kumkum (vermilion) powder towards your seatey should go east-west and connect
homa kundam to your seat. Melt the ghee and pleebdw! containing it on those lines.

(9) Cutdry coconuts into small pieces. Piecesiotch x 1 inch size are useful.

(10) Important: Do not consume any food within 3-4 hours beftiehiomam (atleast one hour).
Evacuate the bowels before homam and take batima8to should be empty during a
homam for the best experience.

Homam Procedure
Anujnaa (Permission)

Before starting the homam, think in your mind of thler Earth who is bearing you, Lord
Ganesha who removes obstacles, your ishta dewatarife deity), your parents, the rishis of
your gothra (if you know them), all the rishis aaltl your gurus. Then say the following, while
mentally requesting all the gods to co-operate watlr homam.
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If you have a “pavitram” (a ring made of darbhaampecial ring made of metal), wear it now. If
you don’'t have a pavitram, take any ring that yauej pray to your ishta devata and wear it. It
should be worn on the right hand ring finger. ltiydon’t have a ring, don’t worry and move on.

Aachamanam (sipping water to purify)

Take a little water from the tumbler into your rigiand with a spoon. Drink the water after
saying the first item below. Take more water wkie spoon into your hand, say the second item
below and drink it. Take more water, say the tliteth below and drink it. Imagine that Vishnu
who is within you is getting that water.

5.0 S0 (5| Lo rOPOSETAS JT(Pl B0 S DTA% Jm(SP

Vighneswara Pooja (worshipping the remover of obstzes)

In order to not have any obstacles in the poojahawxe to pray to Ganesha in the beginning. Just
read the following verses:

3057 00880 Do 3858 0 HBBRol HV)HB D0 Q"?So&)eg el D37y dF=0 ol
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Pray within your mind to Ganesha to remove obssaflem your homam. If you have time,

energy and inclination (or when you are doing agénversion), you can even make a small
Ganesha idol with turmeric and water and do shquedwara pooja to the idol. But just reading
the above verses and praying to Ganesha in mindigtsuffice for a short homam that is

performed on a regular basis.

Praanaayaamam (restraining the life force)

Take some akshatas (see “Materials Needed” forsarigion of how to make them) in the the
left palm, place the left palm on the left lap, dhdhe nostrils with the right hand and do
praanaayaamam. Place the little finger and ringefiron the left nostril and thumb on the right
nostril. Close the left nostril, open the right tibddy releasing the thumb and say the Gayatri
mantra mentally while gently breathing in througdhe tright nostril (without making any
breathing sound). If you don’t know the Gayatri tmanuse one of the following mantras:

5,0 DI° PFRIB THdaral Lo é:ﬁo%%s"oﬁol 8.0 Ko Kersdd0dy HJvsl

After saying the mantra once, close the right mostith the thumb and say the mantra once
more while retaining the air previously breathedThen open the left nostril by relaxing the
little and ring fingers and say the mantra for thied time while breathing out through the left
nostril. When done, say the mantra once more, wirdathing in through the left nostril. Then
close the left nostril with little and ring fingeend say the mantra for the fifth time while
retaining the air previously breathed in. Thenas&the thumb and say the mantra for the sixth
time while breathing out through the right nostiVhile reading the mantra all the six times,
contemplate the formless supreme Brahman (supremieo§ the entire universe) that fills each
being of this universe and also the air being Iwexhin and out. If you want, you can imagine a
specific form (such as your ishta devata) also iarafine that your ishta devata fills the entire
universe. If you want, you can repeat the aboveesgce as many times as you comfortably can.

Sankalpam (taking the vow)

Now, declare your intention of doing a homam toapke Kaala Bhairava. Transfer the akshatas
to the right hand, place the open left palm (empty)right lap, place the closed right palm
containing akshatas on the left palm. Then sayfdhewing, while mentally thinking that you
are going to do a homa to the best of your abiidyplease Kaala Bhairava.
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Then leave the akshatas from your hand in frorthefhoma kundam or the idol and sprinkle a
little bit of water on the palms. Now light the giteil lamp.

Kalasa Suddhi (water purification)

When you are doing a long version of the homam, gan establish a kalasam in the
northeastern side of the homa kundam and invoken#ain it and do shodasopachaara pooja to
Varuna and read Punyaaha Vaachanam (Pavamana ®@okta a short homam, you can just
do the following.

Place a few akshatas and a flower (if availableghatumbler containing water. If you can, put
dhenu mudra (else, don’t worry). Say the followaytjable 11 times to purify the water.

So

Now read the following and think that auspiciousesse of various rivers of the world is
entering the water in the tumbler.
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Then take a little water from the tumbler with aWker or flower petal or spoon and sprinkle it on
yourself, on homa kundam, on the idol you are gamgse and other materials to be used in
homam (like fruits, flowers and food).

Take a darbha (see “Materials Needed” for a desonpand draw 6 lines with the darbha on the
base of the homakundam, in the same order as shofigure 1. The direction in which each
line is drawn is indicated by the direction of thgow in the figure. Say the following six
mantras while drawing the six lines (respectively).

£.0 @KI"&S% INISVH
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Agni Pratishthaapana (fire installation)

Take a darbha. Place it inside the homa kundanth@mase), with the tip of the darbha facing
east and the other end facing west. Take anotlbhdaPlace it inside, with the tip of the darbha
facing north and the other end facing south.

Take a piece of camphor, light it from the lamp g@hate it in the middle of the homa kundam,
while saying:

2.0 PIBYHRRIG B0l

Place one or more dry coconut pieces (or a log/piege of wood) above the burning camphor
and make sure that it catches fire. Next pray #fite god using the following mantra from
RigVeda. It requests the fire god to keep an ingimys form of fire called “kravyaada” and
carry the offerings to gods through the auspicfoas of fire called “jaatavedas”.
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Now we have to do samskara (refinement) to the feur 8 drops of ghee in the fire while
saying the following mantra 8 times.

1
ORSEAN N\ SENNEIRS il
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Take 2 or more darbhas (or twigs). Place them daitthe homa kundam, along the eastern
boundary. The tips should be facing north and thercend facing south. Then take another 2 or
more darbhas and place them on the southern boynalitin tips facing east and the other end
facing west. Then take 2 or more darbhas and plae® on the western boundary, with tips
facing north. Then take 2 or more darbhas and plaesn on the northern boundary, with tips
facing east. If you do homam on a regular basig, gan leave these darbhas/twigs around the
homa kundam there is no need to do this step ewveey

Take some water with the spoon and sprinkle itidatthe homa kundam, on its four boundaries
while reading the following 4 mantras. The orded airection of sprinkling is shown in Figure

2. For example, first sprinkle water from the sowghtern corner to the southeastern corner, as
shown by the arrow marked “1”. Then follow otheroavs marked as 2, 3 and 4.
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Now pray to Agni (fire god) with the following maat
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Now think within your mind of Lord Ganesha, youhta devata (favorite deity), rishis of your
gotra (if you know them), all rishis, your gurusyrus gods and other beings of this universe.

Dikpaalaka Pooja (worshipping the rulers of directons)

Now, take some akshatas and also some flowers/difable) and offer them to the rulers of
directions. Starting with the eastern edge of thm& kundam, go clockwised. east, southeast,
south, southwestc) and offer akshatas and flowers in the eight t¢iimes. You can place them
on the edges of the homa kundam. After the eigiettions, offerings are made to Brahma (ruler
of the upward direction) in the middle of northeastl east and to Sesha (ruler of the downward
direction) in the middle of southwest and west.

Then offer akshatas and flowers to Agni in the rt@daf the homa kundam. Finally, touch your
heart and offer respect to the self (soul). For8w@+1+1=12 offerings, say the following 12
mantras:

5.0 ao@oﬁo 308 1 Lo @?1)033 SN0l Lo ONAJTPAD  JDsl Lo K)éq)e‘.‘éo& S8l Lo
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Poorvaangam (preliminary offerings)

Now hold the wooden spoon/ladle pointing from newelst towards southeast and offer a ghee
drop in the fire for Prajapati (progenitor of adlibgs), with the following mantra.

fo DEFHBOR F(IF HEPDBOS o F S0

Now hold the wooden spoon/ladle pointing from segst towards northeast and offer a ghee
drop in the fire for Indra (ruler of gods), withetiollowing mantra.

1
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Offer a little ghee to Agni (fire god) in the mi@dbf the fire with the following mantra:

2.0 @03 (58l )0 3o & Kool

Then offer a little ghee to Soma (god of nourishtreamd well-being) in the upper half of the
northern side of the homa kundam with the followmantra:
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Now, we have to offer a “forgiveness offering” tcafapati again to request his forgiveness for
all the mistakes that happened in the homa upsopiint, with the following mantra:
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After making an offering to the basic gods as shalave, one can invoke Ganesha in the fire.
After the above preliminary offerings and beforeaking Ganesha, one can also make offerings
to rishis. One can, for example, make offeringth#orishis of one’s lineage. It is optional.

Quick Homam for Mahaganapathi
Before calling the main deity of homam (Kaala Bha&) into fire, a quick pooja of

Mahaganapathi in fire needs to be done for the vaiof obstacles. Mahaganapathi can be
invoked in fire while chanting the following.
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Now, we have to offer worship with several serviesMahaganapathi in the fire. Say the
following and offer sandalwood powder/paste to Mgrapathi in the fire. You can also offer
turmeric powder and kumkum.

®0 Zaq)@?éé&% Qs oo HLYA33=Wl

Say the following and offer a flower (or a flowestal) to Mahaganapathi in the fire.

Tro e85 TR I3l HY)o $58)383

Say the following and offer dhoopam (incense) tch&tzanapathi in the fire and the idol. Light
the tip of the incense stick, let the fire burrghtly and then extinguish the fire. There should be
no fire on the stick but smoke coming from the lmgrtip. Show the smoke to the fire in the
homa kundam. You can also offer the incense stokpdetely into fire.

NS s"oﬁjjsé&% 38081 $3eDo e537°,5085°
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Say the following and show the deepam (light/latopylahaganapathi in the fire.

So @ngé&f) 32081 Do C5(5r20‘55°§b|

Say the following and offer some food to Mahagatfaipa the fire. You can use cooked food or
a fruit or jaggery or sugar. Show it to the fireasffer a little bit into the fire. If you cookedly
one item, keep it for Kaala Bhairava and use somgtélse for Mahaganapathi. You can offer
just a raisin or a little sugar also.

So @é&q)@”é&ﬁ) Jdosl Qc_D'_fDCS?S‘o JE)aAss

Say the following and offer some akshatas to Mahapathi in the fire. This mantra means that
we are offering “all services” to Him.
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Now say the following offer ghee (or other allowe@terials mentioned at the beginning) into
fire for Mahaganapathi. Repeat that 4 or 8 or dfe8.

8,0 o Keadesadd $Sdvsl @”Esﬁll

Praana Pratishthaapanaa (invocation of main deity)

Now we have to invoke the deity in the idol and fine. If you know how to do anganyaasam
and karanyaasam, do it while saying the followi@therwise, just read the following.
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Now invoke the deity in the fire and the idol witie following mantra. While saying it, imagine
that Kaala Bhairava who is in your own heart issang the fire and the idol.
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Now read the following and make the aavaahani, 8@mapani, sannidhaapani, sannirodhini and
avakunthananudras with your hands if you know them. If not, don’t wpiand just read.
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While saying this, pray to Lord Kaala Bhairava muy mind and ask him tstay in the fire and
the idol till theend of the homam. Now, till the end of the homayoii shouldfirmly believe that
Kaala Bhairavasin the fire and treat him witlrespect andlove.

Panchopachaara Pooja (worship of god)

Now, we have to offer worship with several sente&aala Bhairava in the fire and idol. There
are several options. One can do a panchopachaaja with 5 services or a shodasopachara
pooja with 16 services or a chatusshashtyupachaoga pwvith 64 services. For simplicity, a
panchopachara pooja is recommended in a homame™ios have a lot of time and want to
perform a shodasopachara pooja may refer to Appdddind use that procedure instead of what
is given in this section.

Say the following and offer sandalwood powder/past€aala Bhairava in the fire and the idol.
You can also offer turmeric powder and kumkum.

©0 Zaq)@s‘gé&i% Szl Koo BBl

Say the following and offer a flower (or a flowestpl) to Kaala Bhairava in the fire and the idol.

19



o eEd)d S50l PP HZ0B)OIPMI

Say the following and offer dhoopam (incense) t@lgaBhairava in the fire and the idol. Light
the tip of the incense stick, let the fire burrghtly and then extinguish the fire. There should be
no fire on the stick but smoke coming from the lmgrtip. Show the smoke to the fire in the
homa kundam.

oSd0 3"065‘3&“9&3 35081 $3eDo 53750557

Say the following and show the deepam (light/latopgiaala Bhairava in the fire and the idol.

Bo @TT"Qé‘é&ﬁ) 33081 Do C5(5r20‘55°§b|

Say the following and offer some food to Kaala B&ea in the fire and the idol. You can use
cooked food or a fruit or jaggery or sugar. Showithe fire and idol and offer a little bit into
the fire.

If you made only one food item, it is a good ideaffer it at the end of the homam. There will
be a naivedyam (food offering) again. Offer sommghelse for now. The offering at the end is
the main one.

So @é&q)@”é&5 JRdosl Qb_f)éggo JE)aAss

Say the following and offer some akshatas to K&&lairava in the fire and the idol. This mantra
means that we are offering “all services” to Him.

Do HT(HD HHoal BBLIT 0D SHBYS

Parivaara Devata Aahutis (offerings to associates)

If one is in a hurry, just one aahuti (offering)gtfee can be made for all deities together:
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If one has time, aahutis can be made individuaylychanting the following instead. Make an
offering of ghee whenever you encounter svaaliga).
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Pradhaana Homam (main part)

Now, you can offer any mantras of Kaala Bhairava yw@ant. Suggested count for each mantra is
40r8orl1lorl2orl6or2lor28orl108or d21008. Pick a count with each mantra and try
to meet that count. At the end of the mantra, yavehto add the following and then make an
offering in the fire.

(5"3:58

When making the last offering with a mantrae.(you are going to stop that mantra after this
offering and switch to a different mantra), you ale following instead of the above:

325

The offering can be a drop of ghee or sesame smedsirmura/mamra (puffed white rice) or
havan samagri or small dry coconut pieces or spiatles of darbha. If you are doing homam on
a big scale with a big fire, you can even put banslices, full coconuts, various fruits, nuts
(cashews, almonds etc), dates, raisins, sugar maoes, several sweets and snagtks But, if

you are doing on a small scale with a small fitrekdo sesame seeds, dry coconut pieces, puffed
white rice and ghee drops. At any cost, avoid smmapstances like any kind of pepper,
cinnamon, cloves etc and products containing eggsat etc. In general, sweet substances are
better. Just offering ghee when you do not haveo#mgr substances is also fine.

The following mantras of Kaala Bhairava may be udaat you can really use any mantra you
like. Read a mantra several times before movingtmra different mantra. Actually, it is
advisable to pickany one mantra you like the most and repeat it as manggi@s you can,
instead of doing a little bit of several mantrdsore wants water, one should dig deep in one
place instead of digging a little in ten placesve3al options are being given so that people can
pick one based on their taste and mental conditgpfiom previous karmic debts. All of them
are good and powerful. Please pick the one yoatar&cted to the most.

A couple of options are suggested below.
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Again, instead of trying to do a little of each¢lpone mantrafor the pradhaana homam and do
it as many timesas you can. That discipline will help you get thestnfrom your homam. Kaala
Bhairavaashtakam (eight verses in praise of KaddairBva) composed by Aadi Shankara in
praise of Kaala Bhairava at Kaashi is an exceltboice for a homam.
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Punah Pooja (worship again)
After all the offerings with mantras, we offer aduworship again to Kaala Bhairava in the fire.

Say the following and offer some food to Kaala B&za in the fire and the idol.

.0 570 ZBI"0% SD0dl dHeSfo BRI

Light a small camphor piece in a plate and shote the fire while saying the following. At the
end, you can throw the camphor piece into fire.
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If one has time, a panchopachara pooja can alstobe as the punah pooja. But the above two
things will suffice.

Now get up and dpradakshinas to the homa kundam. If someone stands on the avah(the
sky) and looks down at you, it should look like yaxe going around the homa kundam in the
clockwise direction. Do one or three rounds and siedown again in front of fire.

Uttaraangam (vote of thanks¥

Now, offer one drop of ghee to Prajapati, then d¢betrollers of the three worlds (bhuh — fire
god, bhuvah — wind god, who controls space tooalsuv sun god for all the non-material
spiritual realms), to Agni who processes the fomdgods and makes it consumable and finally
Prajapati again. Read the following and offer godsbghee at each “swaahaa”.
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2 Skip this and go to the next section to find arfrgrocedure for uttaraangam.
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Now do pranaayaamam again. The procedure of praaaem is explained earlier.

Now, make three offerings to the fire god, asking forgiveness for any mistakes committed
knowingly or unknowingly, while using fire as theethum. Read the following and offer a drop
of the ghee in the fire at each “swaahaa”.
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Next, three offerings are made to the fire god,daged and sun god, the controllers of the three
worlds. Read the following and offer a drop of fieee in the fire at each “swaahaa”.
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One final offering to Prajapati is made to beg flangiveness for various mistakes made in the
homam, with respect to pronunciation, actions, @doce, devotion, materials usetd. Read the
following and offer of drop of ghee.
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An offering to Vishnu and an offering to Rudra mbhstmade. Read the following two lines and
offer a drop of ghee for each line. Think of Vishamd Kaala Bhairava.
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After making an offering to Rudra, wash the handeoriYou can simply sprinkle a little bit of
water on the right palm for that purpose.

Uttaraangam — shorter version (vote of thanks)

When you are in a hurry, you can perform uttaraaniraa brief form by saying the following
and making an offering of ghee with each line.
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Suddhaanna Bali (sacrifice of pure rice)

Now, we have to offer bali (sacrifice to other asated beings). Get the cooked white rice (or
banana slices or some other fruit slices or raisihsst place a small token amount as bali. You
need to place bali in six different places outsti® homa kundam. First, place it on the east of
the homa kundam. Then on the west, then on thé nitien on the south and finally two more
on the east (a little north to the previous balilsiced in the east). The order and positions can
be found in Figure 3. While offering balis in sibapes, the following sentence can be said:
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Figure 3
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The rice remaining after offering balis should beotvn away and not consumed. If cooked rice
is not available, small banana slices or some dthérslices can be used. Again, any fruit pieces
left over after bali should be thrown away and carisumed.

Vasordhaaraa (stream of excellence)

Take a little ghee into the ladle and pour it skpat the burning dry coconut pieces in the homa
kundam while reading the third verse from “Rudraa@iakam”. It is given below.

Don’t pour too much ghee if you don’t want much &moJust take one teaspoonful of ghee in
the wooden ladle and manage with it slowly. Thisegkhould be just enough to make the pieces
burn well so that poornaahuti (about to be offetmans well.
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Poornaahuti

Now, we have to prepare a package for poornaalfatimplete offering”). The normal
procedure is to place a full dry coconut, some hetens, some turmeric, some sandalwood,
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some kumkum, some akshatas, samples of some ofatezials used in homam as offerings in a
cloth and tie the cloth.

For a simple homam with a small fire, you may takdry coconut half and place a few akshatas,
one coin, little sandalwood powder, turmeric powdemkum powder and samples of materials
offered earlier in it. If you do a small homam ey in a western country and need to
minimize the smoke, you may put just a small cotgnece as poornaahuti. If you are doing
homam in a big firepit that is dug in ground, yoayrwant to experiment with a regular full
coconut that has little water. It is a more ac@irapresentation of the ego of a normal person.

Place the poornaahuti on the wooden ladle, sayntdm@ra below and then place the poornaahuti
in fire carefully with hand (if you drop it on a sithfire from the wooden ladle, it can extinguish
the fire and also loose materials can spill evesnghn the homa kundam).
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While (or after) placing the poornaahuti in thefisay the following mantra.
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Imagine that you are completely surrendering ydfiteeKaala Bhairava. Poornaahuti basically
means “complete surrender”. The full (or half) cagbused in the poornaahuti is a symbol of
one’s headi.e. ego (“I-ness”), which is to be sacrificed (sudered) to Kaala Bhairava. Think
of Kaala Bhairava as a manifestation of the Supr€w&mic Being who fills the whole universe
and who is the true owner of your body, mind, exist, thoughts, knowledge and actions.
Surrender to Him fully. Without that inner sensecomplete surrender, an elaborate poornaahuti
ritual with pristine materials has no meaning. Mgsdic rituals are symbolic of certain inner
changes that you bring about within yourself, tmoge obstacles within your sookshma sareera
that are blocking self-knowledge. The purpose ad&/es the knowledge of self (Aatman) and all
rituals are ultimately for that purpose. Doing ait blindly is a good starting point, but at some
stage, one has to wonder about the inner meaning.

Winding Up and Meditation

The fire god (Agni) has carried all our offeringsvarious gods. So the final offering is to him.
Read the following and offer a drop of ghee infihe
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Take some water in a spoon and sprinkle it arobechbma kumdam as shown in Figure 2. This
is similar to what we did at the beginning, but thantras to say are slightly different. Instead of
the four mantras used earlier, use the followingy fimantras when sprinkling water along the
four arrows marked as 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Figure 2:
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The ritual of homam cleanses one internally. Thegyéul divine presence in the fire has a great
ability to cleanse one. Especially, a sincerelg@tl poornaahuti creates a lot of positive energy
as it burns. One can take advantage of it by nmgatitan front of the fire as the poornaahuti
burns. The time when the poornaahuti burns is &% time to meditate.

Sit still with a straight back in front of the fieexd meditate. Make sure that the back is erect and
yet not too tight. Make sure that the neck and leadalso erect. Close the eyes, imagine your
favorite deity in a form you like and meditate d¢ratt form with your favorite mantra. You can
meditate on Kaala Bhairava also. It can be the raamith which you did homam or any other
mantra of any deity. Try to forget about the yoody and what you are doing and get into the
mantra fully. Think that the deity you are imagigiis a manifestation of Supreme Cosmic Being
and think that all beings and all objects of thisri are expressions of the play of that deity.
Think that that deity is the true Doer of all aasoby all beings of this world. Your chances of
losing consciousness of your body and immersinthenmantra fully are the maximum at this
point of time than any other (while the poornaalsiturning)! Take advantage and meditate for
atleast 5-10 minutes with maximum focus now. Coarsitlis an essential part of the homam.

Rakshaa

Now, take the darbhas placed at the beginning deitsie homa kundam on the western side (or
new darbhas, if you did not place any darbhas atbegboundaries due to lack of darbhas),
apply a little ghee to them and place the tipsre #When they catch fire, remove them from the
fire, place them in a container and let the whaebtas burn. The black ash you get is called
“rakshaa” (protection). At the end of the homamy yan apply a little rakshaa to the forehead of
the idol and then a little to your own forehead #imel foreheads of others. This is believed to
protect from evil forces. You can store the rakdloaduture use on important occasions.

If your fire is too small and does not last tiliglpoint, you may consider taking rakshaa before
meditation.

It is notnecessary to take raksha. One can skip this step. Alternatalg can skip now and later
mix the ashes of the materials burnt in the hormalkm with ghee and use that as rakshaa.
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Udvaasana (good bye)

Take a couple of darbhas in your right hand anduple more darbhas with your left hand. Take
some flowers or akshatas also if available. Ho&ldarbhas with the tips facing away from you
and the bases in your hands. Now touch the twas sifilehe homakundam with the darbhas in
the two hands. Then touch the idol with those dastdnd leave the akshatas and flowers on the
god. Imagine that the energy from the homakundas) bbeen transferred into the idol. To
simplify this, you can also place your fists coniag a few akshatas on top of the northern and
southern sides of homa kundam and then deposdtkidteatas in those fists at the feet of the idol.

Say the following and show your heart with your d®nimagine that Sri Mahaganapathi has
exited the fire and came back into your heart.
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Say the following and show your heart with your éianmagine that Kaala Bhairava has exited
the fire and the idol and came back into your heart
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Now, we have to say goodbye to the fire god tog.tBa following and bow to the fire god.
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Conclusion

Say the following three verses. Think of Krishnalamagine that you are not the doer and
Krishna is the doer who is acting through you. Whjibu do it, place a few akshatas on the tips
of the ring and middle fingers of the right hantgge the palm on the small deposit bowl and
wash it such that the water and akshatas are de@asithe deposit bowl.
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Say the following finally. Imagine that Sri Kaaldh&irava became pleased with your homam.
Surrender the doership of the homam to Krishnapaag for peace.
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After this, you should not think of yourself as ttheer of the homam just finished, for you have
surrendered the doership to Krishna!

The naivedyam (food) you offered can be eaten nuivserved to others. The rakshaa (holy ash)
can be mixed with a drop of ghee and applied oridtehead as a dot or a line.

If you used a kalasam (water pot) in addition toidoi to invoke the god, you can take a bath
with the water in the kalasam. Pour the water amrs@f after you finish your bath, while saying
a mantra of Kaala Bhairava. After pouring that wate yourself, don’t pour any more regular
water. The water from kalasam should be the lastmvyeu pour on yourself in the bath. In other
words, you should absorb the energy in that watea fwhile.

It is possible to put a kalasam and use it everydéyout changing water. One may change the
water every weekend or on every Ashtami or Ekadagiand take bath with the old water.

:» Sarvam i Krishnarapanamastu ::  :: Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih ::

Appendix A: Super-short Homam (minimum mantras)

For those who are uncomfortable with Sanskrita yetdvant to perform homam, the procedure
given in this document may still be difficult. Feach people, | can recommend a much shorter
procedure. It is hoped that those who start with slaiper-short homam will eventually make an
effort to switch to the main procedure given instdbcument, after they get some practice and
become comfortable with mantras in Sanskrita.

Mantras offered to a deity in fire are powerfukspective of the procedure used. Instead of not
doing homam at all, it is better to do this sugesrshomam.

This appendix will describe a super-short procedwewy briefly. If some details are unclear,
please contextualize them by reading the rest ef dbcument. The Sanskrita mantras are
minimized in this super-short procedure.

Preliminary Procedure
Think in your mind of Mother Earth, Lord Ganeshaalka Bhairava, your parents, rishis of your
lineage (if you know them), all rishis and all god%ou can use a language that you are

comfortable with €.9. English or Hindi or Russian) and say somethin@rnintuitive way to
remember all of them.
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Take a tumbler or glass of water. Take three spgsmff water from the tumbler and drink them
while saying: “This is for Keshavd{s)”, “This is for Naaraayanasfo-csses)” and “This is for

Maadhava$s°¢ ).

With akshatas in hand, pray to Ganesha: “O Gangsha)! Please remove obstacles from my

homam”. Do praanaayaama (see the section on lteimiain document), possibly with tkem
sound or a mantra given earlier.

Now take a vow: “l shall now perform a homam to thest of my ability, for the pleasure of
Lord Kaala Bhairavaste $5%).”

Leave the akshatas in front of the idol or homadam.

Early Offerings

Light a lamp. Put some akshatas in the water tundotel say “vam o)’ 11 times. Take the

water with the spoon and sprinkle it on yourself,the homa kundam, on the idol and on the
food, fruits and flowers.

Homa kundam should be on your east and you shaufdding east. Draw two red parallel east-
west lines with kumkum (vermilion) connecting théldie of the western edge of homa kundam
with your seat and place the container with metfieele on those lines.

Take a small camphor piece, light it in the lamp @hace the burning camphor piece in homa
kundam while saying the following.

B0 BTBYHRIG S0l

O Fire god, please co-operate with me and makeffeyirtgs reach gods in a state of purity.

Place dry coconut pieces or wood above it and nsake that they catch fire. Now offer five
drops of ghee while saying the following:

.0 é@‘ééoﬁb @"’ogcfjsl
2.0 o030 7§50
8.0 89?1)03) @Sﬁl

o B EaSy A

31



This is for forgiveness of my mistakes so far.
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Qucik Worship of Ganesha in Fire

Say “O Ganeshari€is), please come into this fire”. Say the followindnile showing the fire
with folded palms (as though you are telling soneetmome here”):

e 253 b‘;ﬁa@s 253

Put some akshatas in the fire and say “O Ganegha)( please be pleased with these services

from me”. Now repeat the following mantra of Gareghtimes with an offering of ghee or
something else.

b0 o KieadScly HBvs | )

Main Homam of Kaala Bhairava

Say “O Lord Kaala Bhairava{ $%%), please come into this fire”. Say the followinbile
showing the fire with folded palms (as though yee telling someone “come here”):
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Put some akshatas in the fire and say “O Lord KBakirava o 35%), please be pleased with
these services from me”.

Now repeat the mantras of Kaala Bhairava that yomawk4 or 8 or 11 or 12 or 16 or 21 or 28 or
108 or 121 or 1008 times. Some mantras are suggasthe main document (see pages 22-27
before). At a minimum, do the following simple man&s many times as you can.

1l
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Each time you say this, offer ghee or akshatagsarae seeds or some other materials described
earlier in this document in the fire. If you do thleove mantra many times and not do any other
mantras, it is acceptable.

At the end of the offerings, take some food youkeab(or fruit), show it to the fire and say “O
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Lord Kaala Bhairavaste $53%), please accept this” and throw a small bit imte. fThen stand

up and go around the homa kundam once or 3 tirhesmeone looks at you from the roof or
from the sky, it should look like you are going@and the homa kundam in clockwise direction.
At the end, you can bow in front of the fire. Figadit down in front of the fire in your original
place.

Final Offerings

Say the following lines and offer a drop of ghedhie fire after each line:
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At the end, sprinkle a little water on your riglanial.

If it is possible, now offer six chunks of cookedite rice or fruit slices in the six places shown
in Figure 3, while saying “these are for the assies of Lord Kaala Bhairavaré 353)”.
Otherwise, you may skip this step.

Poornaahuti

While saying “Om”, pour a stream of ghee from tpbean into the fire. When the fire becomes
big, you can offer poornaahuti.

Please read the section on poornaahuti in the ah@diment for the description of materials
needed, meaning of poornaahuti and the spirit tiobb@ved. Instead of the mantras in the main
document, just say the following:
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Then drop the full coconut or half coconut or cagiopiece in fire. Offer one more drop of ghee
while saying:

f.o @M)O3 $HIS Jee
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Now, meditate with any mantra you like for 5-10 ot#s as the poornaahuti burns. For some
useful tips, please refer to the main document.
At the end of the meditation, show your heart wibhir hands and say “O Ganeshe&§) and O

Lord Kaala Bhairavaste $5%), please come back into my heart”. Also, thankftfeegod
mentally for his co-operation in the ritual. Thexys
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If you minimize the entire procedure and spend maxn time chanting a mantra of Lord Kaala
Bhairava with offerings into fire and then meditgtias the poornaahuti burns, you will get the
most out of your homam and not lose much! After s@ractice, you can compare this super-
short procedure with the procedure given in thenngmicument and keep adding mantras from
the main procedure and eventually switch to thennmbcedure. But even this super-short
procedure, when performed sincerely, can give gesdlts.

Appendix B: Shodasopachaara Pooja

[If you want to perform a shodasopachaara pooja (a worship consisting of 16 services) to Kaala
Bhairava who is in fire and the idol, instead of the panchopachaara pooja mentioned in this
document, please use the procedure in this appendix instead. Thiswill take more time.]

Say the line below and think in the mind that yosl @ffering a nice seat to Kaala Bhairava to sit
on. While imagining that, just offer a few akshatashe idol and the fire.
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Now, say the line below imagine that you are wagirs feet. While imagining that, show a
little water with the spoon to the fire and leatae tvater in a small empty bowl! (we will call it
“the deposit bowl!” from now onwards).
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Say the line below, imagine that you are washirg tihnds of Kaala Bhairava, show a little
water in the spoon to the fire and leave it indaposit bowl.
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Say the line below, imagine that you are offerimonking water to Kaala Bhairava 's mouth,
show a little water in the spoon to the fire ara/kit in the deposit bowl.
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Say the first sentence below, imagine that youganeg a bath to Kaala Bhairava, show a little
water in the spoon to the fire and leave it in deposit bowl. Say the second sentence below,
imagine that you are giving drinking water to KaBlaairava 's mouth after bath, show a little
water in the spoon to the fire and leave it indaposit bowl.
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Say the line below, imagine that you are offeringa& of nice clothes (one in the top and one in
the bottomj.e. like a shirt and a pant) and offer a few akshtddke idol and the fire.
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Say the line below, imagine that you are offeringagnopaveetam (sacred thread) and offer a
few akshatas to the idol and the fire.
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Say the line below, imagine that you are offerincerjewelry and offer a few akshatas to the
idol and the fire.
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Say the line below and offer a little bit of savdabd paste, turmeric powder, kumkum powder
and akshatas to the idol and the fire. If you ddiave all these, just sprinkle a few akshatas on
the idol and the fire.

2o S0 FEON S0l KorrD G BRAPAl TOE, Lokrdo BTNl eEaD

3508053l

Keep sprinkling a few flowers or flower petals deshatas on the idol and the fire while reading
the following 16 names of Kaala Bhairava. Make sue put very little amount of materials in
the fire, so that you don’t extinguish it accideiytaOffer most things to the idol instead. Just
offer a token amount in the fire.
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Say the following line and show the incense stigkted before to the fire and the idol.
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Say the following line and show the lamp lightedobe to the fire and the idol. Then show a
little water in the spoon to the fire and idol dedve it in the deposit bowl.
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Say the first sentence below, show one of the tveal items you prepared (or fruits) to god and
imagine that he tasted it. If you know the standamacedure of offeringnaivedyam with the
Gayatri mantra, you can do it. Else, don’'t worrg gast say the line below. When saying the
second line, imagine that you are offering a rieamboolam (paan) to Kaala Bhairava and
offer some akshatas in their place to the idol thedire.
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Place a little camphor on a camphor container plate, light it and make a clockwise vertical
circle in the air with the plate in front of thedi Say the line below while you do it.
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Take a small flower (or some akshatas) in yourtrigind, say the following and offer the flower
to the idol (and perhaps a couple of petals ingdfitle). If you know “Narayana Sooktam” and/or
Mantrapushpam (and if you have time), read thest &nd then say the line below. Otherwise,
just this line will do. Imagine that you are offegi a flower that captures the essence of all
mantras.
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Say the following and bow before Kaala Bhairavantakly. Of course, you can also get up, go
around the homa kundam once or thrice and bow dowkneel down or lie down) in front of
the fire, if you are not in a hurry. If someonekeat you from the roof or sky, it should look
like you are going around the fire in clockwiseedtions.
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While you do all this, make sure that the fire ggigig. Keep placing more dry coconut pieces if
necessary to keep the fire going. It may be trittig/ first few times, but you will get used to it.
When necessary, you can sprinkle a little campbarder in the fire to make it bigger.
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Appendix C: Practical Tips and Hints
Here are some hints related to practical aspedtsmmfim:

(1) In the beginning, there may be problems withnta@ning the fire. New dry coconut pieces
(or wood pieces) have to be put in the fire whilé mieces are still burning, in order to keep the
fire going. One’s ability to estimate how long & d@oconut piece can sustain fire will improve
with time.

(2) If the fire completely goes away, sprinklingng®m camphor powder on the hot pieces can
bring the fire back. That fire can be sustaineglaging new pieces.

(3) If only a small amount of akshatas are offededng pooja (one or two akshatas each time)
and placed on a coconut piece, they will eventualiy.

(4) When offering a flower, if only a petal is pégton a coconut piece and the rest of the flower
is placed near the idol, it has a better chancduwhing fully in the fire without creating
problems to the fire. Of course, in a homam pertawith a big fire, full flowers burn easily.

(5) If small amounts are offered, it works bettghén the fire is also small).
(6) If merely a drop of ghee is offered each tilees smoke is generated.

(7) Wood generates smoke. But dry coconut generass little smoke. It generates smokes
mainly at the end when the fire goes away. If tben& kundam is close to a window and the
window is opened at the end, that may be suffidemlrive the little smoke out.

(8) Apart from mantras of Kaala Bhairava, mantra®tber deities can be offered in the fire
while imagining them and Kaala Bhairava to be défé manifestations of the same Cosmic
Being.

(9) It is a very good idea to keep the body a$ asilpossible, with minimal movement of only
those body parts that must moweg( arm and mouth). It will maximize the positive s$jpial
benefit from homam.

(10) It is a good idea to keep atleast two cocqetes burning all the time. Even if the fire in
one becomes weak, the other piece can help resignit

(11) If one puts a lot of oil or ghee in a pan &edts it, it generates smoke as the ghee burns. If
one puts too little oil in a pan and tries to fggetables, they burn and generate smoke. If one
puts the right balance of oil and vegetables, tipetycooked properly and there is no smoke.
Similarly, if one puts the right balance of gheeal aolid materials, they burn without smoke.
There will be some smoke only at the end, wherfiteegoes off. Wood, on the other hand, is
different from dry coconut and generates more smoke
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